1645                               JOHN  EVELYN                                  205

Christians had been decapitated. In another place (to
which leads a small cloister well painted) is a dry well,
covered with a brass-work grate, wherein are the bones
of divers martyrs. They show also the bones of St. Luke,
in an old alabaster coffin; three of the Holy Innocents;
and the bodies of St. Maximus and Prosdocimus.* The
dormitory above is exceedingly commodious and stately;
but what most pleased me, was the old cloister so well
painted with the legendary saints, mingled with many
ancient inscriptions, and pieces of urns dug up, it seems,
at the foundation of the church. Thus, having spent
the day in rambles, I returned the next day to Venice.

The arsenal is thought to be one of the best furnished
in the world. We entered by a strong port, always
guarded, and, ascending a spacious gallery, saw arms of
back, breast, and head, for many thousands; in another
were saddles; over them, ensigns taken from the Turks.
Another hall is for the meeting of the Senate; passing a
graff, are the smiths' forges, where they are continually
employed on anchors and iron work. Near it is a well
of fresh water, which they impute to two rhinoceros's
horns which they say lie in it, and will preserve it from
ever being empoisoned. Then we came to where the car-
penters were building their magazines of oars, masts, etc.,
for an hundred galleys and ships, which have all their
apparel and furniture near them. Then the foundry,
where they cast ordnance; the forge is 450 paces long,
and one of them has thirteen ftirnaces. There is one
cannon, weighing 16,573 pounds, cast while Henry the
Third dined, and put into a galley built, rigged, and
fitted for launching within, that time. They have also
arms for twelve galeasses, which are vessels to row, of
almost 150 feet long, and thirty wide, not counting prow
or poop, and contain twenty-eight banks of oars, each
seven men, and to carry 1,300 men, with three masts.
In another, a magazine for fifty galleys, and place for
some hundreds more. Here stands the Bucentaur, with
a most ample deck, and so contrived that, the slaves are
not seen, having on the poop a throne for the Doge to
sit, when he goes in triumph to espouse the Adriatic,
Here is also a gallery of 200 yards^long for cables, and
above that a magazine of hemp. Opposite these, are the

*St Peter's disciple, first Bishop of Padua.ey being
